
About – Jay Dobyns 
 

Jay Anthony "Jaybird" Dobyns is a retired Special Agent 
and veteran undercover operative with the United 
States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF), New York Times Best-Selling author, public 
speaker, and high school football coach. 
 

Upon graduating high-school, he attended the University 
of Arizona, where as an All-Pacific-10 conference wide 
receiver, he became an all-American candidate, and upon 
graduating, briefly played in both the Canadian Football 
League and the United States Football League. 

 
Dobyns became a Special Agent with the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) in 1987. Less than a 
week after beginning operational duty, he was taken hostage 
at gunpoint in the Tucson desert while serving an arrest 
warrant on a convicted felon who was recently released from 
prison. The suspect forced Dobyns into the driver seat of the 
officers' undercover car, which was immediately surrounded 
by the other agents with guns drawn. During a brief standoff, 
the agitated gunman repeatedly screamed at Dobyns to drive 
away. When Dobyns intentionally pulled the car keys from the 
ignition and dropped them to the floor, the assailant fired a 
single .38 caliber pistol bullet into Dobyns' lung, which exited 
his upper chest. The other ATF agents instantly opened fire 
from both sides of the car, killing the gunman. Critically 
wounded, Dobyns was rushed to a Tucson hospital, where 
Dr. Richard Carmona, who later became the 17th United States 
Surgeon General, performed emergency trauma surgery that 
saved Dobyns' life.  

Despite the severity of his wounds, Dobyns refused 
disability retirement and returned to duty within months of the 



shooting. For the next two decades, he conducted over 500 
undercover operations, developing expertise in violent crime 
investigations, weapons and narcotics trafficking, gang 
infiltrations, home invasion burglary and murder-for-
hire cases.  

He also served as an instructor at ATF's National 
Academy and member of the Bureau's Enhanced Undercover 
Program. He was repeatedly detailed to high-profile criminal 
and terrorism events including the "Rodney King" riots in Los 
Angeles, California, the Branch Davidian standoff in Waco, 
Texas, the Columbine High School massacre in Littleton, 
Colorado, and the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  

In April 2002, a deadly altercation broke out between 
the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club and their arch-rivals, 
the Mongols Motorcycle Club in the middle of a Laughlin, 
Nevada casino filled with innocent bystanders, prompting 
federal law enforcement to open an undercover investigation 
called "Operation Black Biscuit", which included Dobyns.[5] 

Over nearly two years of undercover operations, Dobyns 
and a team of ATF agents, technicians and confidential 
informants infiltrated the Hells Angels, primarily in Arizona. 
Dobyns posed as a gunrunner and member of the Solo Angels 
Motorcycle Club interested in joining the Angels. To earn his 
"patch" (full membership into the club) and further establish 
his credibility as a potential member ("Prospect") with the 
club's leadership, Dobyns staged the fake "murder" of a 
member of the rival Mongols Motorcycle Club. A law 
enforcement officer posing as the Mongols biker was 
splattered with lamb[6] blood and brains, photographed and 
videotaped lying in a shallow grave. Dobyns had a 
bloodstained Mongols' "cut" (leather biker vest with club 
patches) mailed to the Hells Angels from somewhere in 
Mexico, and provided a videotape and pictures of the "killing". 



According to Dobyns and ATF, the Hells Angels 
leadership was highly impressed and immediately voted 
Dobyns in as a full "patched" member of the club. Although 
awarded his Hells Angels vest by the leadership of the Skull 
Valley chapter, the club, including its legendary founder, 
Ralph "Sonny" Barger, have vehemently denied that Dobyns 
was ever "patched-in" Barger's denial is supported by 
Dobyns’ book, “No Angel”, in which Dobyns states that the 
vest that was draped over his back belonged to another 
member and that full Hells Angels membership required 
approval from the entire organization, which they were 
unlikely to get at that point. 

Although the "Black Biscuit" investigation was deemed 
"successful" by ATF and yielded numerous criminal 
indictments for Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt 
Organizations Act (RICO) violations and other felony charges, 
internal government disagreement ultimately led to some of 
the primary defendants receiving reduced sentences or 
having their charges dismissed.  

 


