
Cartels, Gangs and Border Violence 
 
Imagine being told by a cartel lieutenant how to run a case and having to accept 
that he is exactly right. After a two-year investigation into “Roberto” and his drug 
trafficking activities with the Tijuana Cartel, agents of the Violent Crimes Task 
Force – Gang Group arranged to have “Roberto” pulled over by a patrol unit in a 
quiet residential neighborhood. The idea was to calmly approach “Roberto,” arrest 
him for federal drug distribution and get his cooperation against his bosses. A low-
key approach would not sound alarms and compromise “Roberto’s” ability to 
become an operative for the US Government. 
 
Unfortunately, the officer allowed “Roberto” to enter a freeway and did not stop 
“Roberto” until he was just short of Mexico. As the officer directed “Roberto” out 
of his truck Roberto looked behind him and saw numerous unmarked government 
vehicles stacked a half mile behind on the side of the freeway ramp. “Roberto” 
pointed at the cars and politely asked the officer to contact the lead investigator as 
he knew what was going on. 
 
The officer contacted me and my FBI partner and I drove to the officer and 
“Roberto.” As we approached “Roberto” he said “I know what this is about. I have 
given them 110 percent of my efforts for the past few years and now I will give you 
that 110 percent but please get me off the side of the freeway where everybody can 
see me because, if word gets back to them, I am no good to you.” 
 
“Roberto’s” story is amazing, much like the movie “Catch Me I You Can.” “Roberto” 
held up his end of the deal and we were able to indict, extradite, debrief and 
prosecute his bosses. 
 
Every time I speak with “Roberto” he packs the house and entertains the attendees. 
You really do not want to miss this! 
 
This presentation will provide an historical account of the Tijuana Cartel and their 
utilization of US gangs to further their mission of controlling their territories 
through the practice of Narco-Terrorism. Enforcement, drug distribution, 
kidnapping, public corruption, extortion and money laundering will be detailed as 
well as investigative strategies targeting the Cartels. 
 
Informant Management, profiling and conter-profiling is also a major theme of this 
workshop. “Roberto,” a former leader of the Tijuana Cartel, through his own 
personal testimonial, will lend great insight into this workshop.  
 
 


